The original register page for this publication appeared with errors (repeated 
paragraphs) in the Summary of reasons for decision. This has been rectified and the 
correct version appears below. 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Story Of O’is a paperback erotic fiction first published in 1954 under the pen name 
Pauline Reage, and this particular edition was published in 2012. It was classified by the 
Indecent Publications Tribunal in 1967 as Indecent in the hands of persons who is not a 
professional psychiatrist, under the Indecent Publications Act 1963. It has been 
submitted by the Auckland Libraries under s42 of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) for a reconsideration of that classification, because 
of the time that has elapsed since that initial decision. 






The substantive chapters are set in 1950’s France and detail the sexual BDSM exploits 
of a female Parisian photographer only ever referred to as “O”. It is a protracted sexual 
fantasy based in extravagant and elaborate BDSM practice. The conduct was considered 
taboo and risque at the time of writing and still has impact today in its exploration of 
the psyche of a female submissive. 

The book is classified objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. It is dedicated to BDSM 
fantasy; as such a degree of maturity is required to interpret the book in its intended 
erotica context. Older teenagers, who are likely to have some degree of sexual 
knowledge, should be able to gauge that the content is a fictitious sexual fantasy. 

Readers must also make a conscious decision to engage with the book, and a reader with 
the maturity and inclination to read the book is likely to have the maturity to deal with 
its contents. Unlike a film, a book does not produce a vivid and explicit impression of 
its contents and it is certainly the case with this material that prerequisite knowledge of 
BDSM practise is needed to understand and engage with the text. Less experienced 
readers are likely to skip over, misunderstand, or not fully engage with the more 
challenging content 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990 (NZBR Act) on the application of all the classification criteria. This restriction 
affects the right to freedom of expression; however the NZBR Act allows a reasonable 
and demonstrably justifiable limitation on this right in order to prevent likely injury to 
the public good. For this book this is the lowest reasonable limitation available. 
Particularly given the amount of erotic romantic fiction widely available without 
restriction, a higher restriction would not be demonstrably justified. 



